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Fire and Ax j Inftances of which I will not here give, 
becaufe I have already exceeded the bounds of a 
Letter. 



IV. Part of a Let ter from Sir Charles Holt, to the 
Publi(her y concerning a Child who had iis In* 
tejthiesy Mejeraery, &c, in the C avity of the 
Thorax, and a further account 01 the per f on 
mentioned to have [wallowed 5 tones , in No 
25 3. of ihefe Tranfiftions. 

SOmerime iince I was defir'd by a Friend of mine to 
be prefer. t at the opening of a Child of his, . of a- 
bout 2 months old, which dyed (as he told me) after 
an unufual, and extraordinary manner. I found at the 
houfe. two Learned Gentlemen and very good Anato- 
mifts, invited on the fame occafion. We enquired into 
the Circumstances of the Childs Sicknefs and Death, and 
from the Women received the following account. 

* That the Child was uneafie and reftlefs from its 
* Birth, and conftantly laboured under a difficulty of 



* Breathing. 



' That its Ulnefs was like nothing they had feen in 
' other Children ; neither could they perceive it relieved 

* by any thing adminiftred to it, tho by the advice of a 

* Learned Phyfician 5 but it lay groaning and pining till 

* it dyed. 

* That they had always obferved, when the Child 

* was undre'.t an odd fort of working in its Breaft, and 

* could perceive a Crawling round the Ribs and Breaft, 

* on both fides, as if a Knot of (mail Eels, or large 

* Earth- worms had been penn'd up within the Cavity. 

This 
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This Relation feemed ftrange, but upon the djfTe&ion 
we found fufficient reafon to believe the account. 

When we had opened the Abdomen there appeared 
none Of the Ptftera belonging to the Belly, except the 
Liver, -the Kidneys, Vejka ^Urinaria, and Intefiinum Re- 
Sum. Weatfirft imagined that the other In teftines 
might be covered by the Liver, which, tho it be con*- 
monly large in Children, in this exceeded the ufual fize $ 
but upon turning of it up towards the Diaphragm, we 
only found under its concave part, the Stomach, not 
lying in its natural pofture, for the Pylorus was drawn 
by the Duodenum crofs the Vertebra of the Back towards 
the Fundus Ventriculi, and part of the Duodenum paffed 
thro a Foramen in the Diaphragm, placed on the Left! 
fide of that thro which the Gala defcends, which occa- 
fion'd the Pylorus to lye almoft fitb <Fundo Ventriculi. We 
then refolved to trace the Re&um from the Anus upward, 
not doubting but that it would lead us to the Mefente- 
ry and Inteftines. The Return, we found, lay in an 
oblique line from the Anus to this new Forame»,and was 
received inta it with a Portion of the Duodenum. This 
Foramen feemed to be formed by Nature, a primo Ortu, 
for tranfmitting thofe Guts into the Thorax ; for had it 
been made by any Force} its fides would have appeared 
wounded, or lacerated $ but on the contrary, round this 
Orifice there was a fmooth Verge, as is feen in Toram'we 
Ven<e Cav<e pervio , Qt that, per quod Quia deft ettdit. A 
Sketch of the Diaphragm with its Perforations I have 
here attempted, and wi(h I were able to fend you a 
Draught of the Middle Region (which indeed was very 
furprizing) it might render this account more intelligible 
than my defcription can pretend to. 

When we took off the Sternum, we faw the Mefente- 
ry cum adjun&k Inteftinis in the Cavity of the Thorax, 
and lying upon the Heart and Lungs. There was no 
Omentum fpread over the inteftines 3 that, as I remem- 
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ber, was wholly miffing, as was likewife the Mediafii. 
nam, Moft part ot the Duodenum lay in the Thorax^ 
and all the reft of the Guts, except the Reftum, which 
(as is already related J afcended in an oblique line from 

the Anm,. and its upper end was inferred into this Orifice. 
A iter we had (cine time admired this new Situation ot 
rhe lnteftine-s and Mefcntery, we began to enquire how 
this Chiici, according to the Common Notions of Nu- 
trition, could be nourished > ThatitwasNourifhufeerris 
plain, becaufe it daily receiv'd Food, and regaJariy void- 
ed Excrement, as we are affur'd by thofe who amended 
wpon it. For falving this Quaere, we proposal to en- 
quire, what commnnication there was between that 
Gland, or Glands, in the middle of the Mefcntery (com- 
monly called Pancreas Jfellii) and the Reccptaculum Chyll 
placed between the Internal Lumbar Mnfcies, called Fjo- 
m ; but upon the moil accurate Search we were capable 
of making, there was none to be found ; for the whole 
Meferaick Membrane , and Inteftines , lay perfectly 
loofe upon the Heart and Lungs, abfolutely difengag'd 
from any manner oi Communication with any other 
part. 

That Vermicular Motion, which Chewed itfelf on the 
Ribs and Bread, we afcribed to the Perihaltick Motion 
of the Guts 5 and the Dyfpnaa, we thought, might be 
occasioned by PrefTure made on the Lungs by the Intefti- 
nes and Mefentery, which likewife fo fill'd the Thorax\ 
that there wanted room for the Lobes of the Lungs to 
move freely in, and by confequence Infpiration, and Ex- 
piration would be performed with Difficulty. Sea the 
figure where afietvs the Foramen thro which the Vena 
Cava pajfes, b the Foramen thro which the Gula defecmis, 
c the Foramen thro which part of the Rectum and Duode- 
cimo wnt info the Thorax. 

Go 'l>' 
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Gob/til (ythofe cafe you wer^pleafed to print in the 
Tranfa& for Juse 169$. Number 253.) came lately, to 
me ? and told me the Stones grew very troublefome to 
him 5 that he had of late vomited up two of them, which 
he fhewed me, and I caufed them to be weighed. One 
weighed 3iL and the other *U Bijfi. He complains, that 
his Strength is of late much impaired 5 that he voids 
great quantities of Blood by Stool, which keeps him ve- 
ry weak. His Stomach is much decay'd, and will retain 
but few thing?. His hands are palfyed 5 always ex- 
treme cold, and his Fingers contracted 5 he is not able 
to open them without help, or keep them fo, unlefs by 
Force. His Legs are very likely in a fmall time to be as 
ufelefs to him as his Hands, for, he fays, they begin to 
fail him, and in the lame manner ; grow cold, and have 
little fenfation ir* them. But the mod remarkable of all 
his complaints, was, a new Progrefs the Stones had ei- 
ther found or made.Formerly at night in bed,they us'd to 
get up fas he exprefs'd it) to his Heart, and upon turn- 
ing to his Knees, or (tending upright on his Feet, they 
would drop one by one fo diftincfly, that they might 
be counted, and in this ftate they always arofe ftraight 
up on the right fide of his Breaft \, but now they rife 
obliquely, and get under his right Arm, inclining to- 
wards the Scapula, and when they are in this place, by 
giving him a Blow with the Fift on his right Shoulder, 
they will all fall down in a Lump together, and may 
very plainly be heard to clam on the other Stones, which 
lye as they did formerly juft above the Os Pubis. Af- 
ter he had told me this Story, I made the experiment 
before Dr Fowke and Dr Davies, and the matter of faft 
proved true as he related it. 

The poor Fellow concluded, that he thought he could 
not live long, and defired, when he dyed, that I would 
take care his body might be opened. I heartily wifh 
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fome ingenious Anatoraift were appointed for this for- 
vice, when it mail happen ; for this cafe, if rightly 
e nquired into, may be of ufe and fatisfafrion to the ca- 
rious. 



V. A Letter from Dr William Mufgrave, F JR. S\ 
to the Publijher, concerning /owe Experiments 
made for transmitting a blue coloured Liquor in- 
into the Lacleats. 

Exon, Sept. 24. 1701. 

S I R, 

He new Theory of Continual Fevers, lately publifht, 




ver get the experiment done to his futhfaSf'ton j and intima- 
ting, That People may be deceived mth Blue Tin&HKs * 
for \jkaf] this is the natural colour of thefe LaCieds^ when 
they are alwojl, or altogether empty. I have drawn oat of 
my Adverfria the funim oi what was, a little after that 
Transaction came out, done by me, in this matter. 

Feb. i68± I inje&ed into, the Jejxmuu of a Dog, that 
had for a day before bat little Meat, about 1 2 ounces of 
a foiuticn of Indigo in Fountain water 5 and after three 
hours opening the Dog a fecond time, I observed (eve- 
ral of the Lafteais of a Bluijh colour ; which upon 
ftretchingof the Mefentery, did fcvcral times diftppe.ir 5 
but was moft eafily difcern'd when the Meferr.ery lay 
loofe ; an Argument that the Bluifi doltur, was not pro- 
perly of the Veffel 3 but of the Liquor contained in it. 
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